[Abdominal pain in pregnancy--ultrasound as the diagnostic tool of choice for rapid decision making].
Pregnant women with abdominal pain profit by using ultrasound as a first line diagnostic tool. Together with the clinical evaluation the ultrasound examination in the same room reduces time until a diagnostic decision can be made. By a systematic approach and the classification in pregnancy-related sources of pain and pregnancy-unrelated sources of pain the risks for mother and child can be quickly recognised and the necessary diagnostic and therapeutic steps can be taken. The sonographer must be experienced and a good ultrasound equipment must be available at the site.